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4^.7 March 1,1901 

ENGLAND. 

Steamship Rembrandt arrives at Bristol from Smyrna with plague-infected 

rats on board. 

Bristol, England, January 81, 1901. 

Sir: Beferring to my dispatch No. 131, of May 17, 1900, covering a 
report showing the precautions taken at this port to prevent the intro- 
duction of plague, I have now to present certain facts showing that 
unrelaxed vigilance has resulted in the discovery of the plague germ in 
the rats which infected a vessel unloading at Bristol. 

The steel steamship Rembrandt, 1,152 tons net, 1,828 tons gross, owned 
by the Bolton Steamship Company, of 88 Bishopgate street, London, 
Thomas Bees, master, sailed from Smyrna on January 5 laden with 
barley and valonia, and arrived at Bristol on January 20, bearing a clean 
bill of health and having no illness on board. 

In pursuance of the established practice in connection with ship's 
arriving from suspected ports, the vessel was compelled to tie up, 6 feet 
from the quay side, her hawsers were protected by collars, the gangways 
were raised at night, and a watchman observed the discharge of cargo 
on behalf of the port sanitary authority. On January 22, this watch- 
man discovered the bodies of several dead rats in the hold, and in these 
bodies the plague germ was found. Thereupon the following order was 
issued : 

"Under local government board, order of November 9, 1896, January 
27, 1901, Bristol port sanitary authority, I hereby certify that I have 
examined the steamship Rembrandt, of London, now lying in the port 
of Bristol, and I find that such ship is infected with plague. — D. J. 
Davis, Medical Officer of Health." 

By this time seven-eighths of the cargo had been discharged, and had 
been intermixed with other grain so that it could not be traced. A part 
of the crew had left, but these men were all followed and placed under 
medical observation, as also were all stevedores and others who had 
been in the hold. 

The ship having been duly disinfected, the following notice was issued 
by Dr. Davis : 

"I hereby certify that the master of the steamship Rembrandt has 
complied with the requirements of the local government board's general 
regulations as to plague of November 9, 1896, and that the said steamship 
Rembrandt is hereby released from detention." 

The steamship has now gone to Barry Dock, near Cardiff. 

It is believed that no rats got ashore, though a considerable number 
were killed on board. 

A statement of the facts has been sent by me to the consul at Cardiff 
in case the steamship should clear for a United States port ; also, to the 
quarantine officers at New York. 

The quay walls of the port of Bristol are of great extent, and the 
vessels that have cleared hence since the discovery of the plague germ, 
have lain at long distances from the infected ship, and could hardly 
have been contaminated. I am. however, advising the quarantine 
officers of the ports to which these vessels clear, of the circumstances. 

No case of plague has been discovered among those exposed to 
infection. 

Bespectfully, Lorin A. Lathrop, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Secretary of State. 



